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Iron Youth Jr & Sr High Merge
Frequently asked questions
Why combine?
This is the biggest question, and one we wrestled with for a long time: praying and strategizing, talking with the church staff, youth leaders, parents & guardians, as well as students. There are three major areas we believe will be affected in a positive manner. 1) We will now have the ability to offer your student comprehensive Life Groups. This is to be the core and heart of youth group, but having a split schedule has not allowed for this to happen. 2) Holding both groups on the same night will help alleviate stress that comes from schedule – for both the staff/volunteers as well as families; and we believe this will certainly prove true if you or your children attend other Wednesday night ministries. Now that the new youth room is in the works, this schedule change is possible. 3) This will also allow for continual student-to-student connections. Middle schoolers who transition to high school won’t feel like they are leaving their friends behind.
What will the program look like?
Your student can expect a new and fresh program starting in September 2019. They can expect many new opportunities for fun, friends, and faith. The Wednesday night program will allow for better connections with friends, a more comfortable environment for sharing and growing, and still have maintain the elements they always love about youth group yet with higher energy and even better quality. Jr and Sr High will have separate game/activity time followed by a combined talk and end with separate small groups. Our times will run with the other children programs (6:00-7:45). 
What if my child has an activity on Wednesday nights?
We realize that our students are busier than ever. There is no perfect time to schedule a program, so as parents we have to work hard to prioritize their spiritual development. We encourage you to make every effort to arrange your schedule around this mid-week program. Students can come late or leave early if needed. What you prioritize now will become their priority later. As parents, it’s our students’ relationship with God that what will matter most to us ten years from now, not their extracurricular activities.
Isn’t there too great of an age gap between a 6th grader and a 12th grader?
Yes, and no. While developmentally these students are at different stages they still have much in common. They are still figuring out how this world works and how they fit in. They still rely on peer relationships and desire adult support and involvement. Teaching styles have mostly been different, but what’s been realized is that it actually doesn’t need to be – and possibly, maybe it shouldn’t be. Either way, the talks will be broader and shorter in order to invite genuine interaction and sharing that leads to an honest look at who Jesus is and where we stand with Him. The focal point of the night will be the small group setting, where peers can process with each other alongside caring adults. To “go deeper” into faith we will have Life Groups as an option that will take place every other Sunday night throughout the year.
If I take my student on Wednesday nights, what will I do during that time? 
Great question! We know of many parents who use this time to catch up on some errands, like grocery shopping. You can also connect with other parents and go grab a cup of coffee. This is also a great opportunity for you to make a faith connection of your own with any number of groups meeting at or near the church on a Wednesday night. Just ask what groups you can join and we’ll be happy to share!
What will our students do on a Sunday?
We understand schedules aren’t the same for everyone, and many families (maybe like yours) actually find it more challenging to get involved on a Wednesday. Fear not! We have plenty going on for the weekend warriors. Excluding the summer months, this program runs for 39 weekends (Saturdays and Sundays). Of those, there is opportunity for your student to be involved in at least 32 of those weekends. Compare that with the 28 from this year, I’d say that’s an improvement! What are those opportunities?
· Life Groups (NEW! for Sr High, 18 Sundays)
· “compEAT” (NEW! one Sunday a month)
· Retreats (fall, winter, & spring)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Special events (family hayride, Unaltered Tour, All-Nighter, Destination Unknown, & more)
We have the whole year already planned out, so just ask. Please understand that some dates are subject to change.
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